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Video of the Week – predictive maintenance turns from an art to a science 

 

It’s a challenging problem to accurately predict reliability with limited data. That’s why over the years igus has 

built up a huge database of life calculations and other engineering information about the performance of its 

bearings, cables and energy chains in various applications.  

 

“Recently, we’ve seen a market trend towards the Internet 

of Things [IoT] or Industry 4.0,” says Matthew Aldridge, 

managing director at igus. “igus is supporting its customers 

in this move and transition by adding intelligence to its 

products through smart plastics.” 

 

By embedding sensors into its products, igus unlocks the power of IoT to continuously monitor the 

performance of its bearings, cables and energy chains in real-world customer applications. Comparing live 

data with the igus test data, igus can accurate predict the lifetime of its products in the field. “No longer is 

maintenance an art,” says Aldridge, “it’s a science.” 

 

Being able to predict when maintenance is required on a machine, almost eliminates the risk of unplanned 

downtime. In the automotive industry, for example, unplanned downtime can cost upwards of £10,000 

potential profit loss per minute. For port, shipyard and container handling cranes, unplanned downtime can 

be extremely costly in terms of lost productivity.  

 

“igus smart plastics is not an idea or concept, it’s real products with existing applications in the UK,” asserts 

Aldridge. To find out how igus smart plastics can help change you world, watch this short video: 

www.igus.co.uk/MAsmartplastics 

 

For more information on igus products and to request free product samples, please contact us on 01604 

677240. For regular updates, follow us on www.twitter.com/igusUK, watch our videos at 

www.igus.co.uk/youtube, connect with us at www.igus.co.uk/facebook or visit our blog on blog.igus.co.uk 
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About igus: 
Based in Northampton in the UK and with global headquarters in Cologne, Germany, igus is a leading 

international manufacturer of energy chain systems and polymer plain bearings. The family-run company is 

represented in 35 countries and employs approximately 3,000 people worldwide. In 2015, igus generated a 

turnover of 552 million euros with motion plastics, plastic components for moving applications.  

 

With plastic bearing experience since 1964, cable carrier experience since 1971 and continuous-flex cable 

since 1989, igus provides the right solution based on 100,000 products available from stock with between 

1,500 and 2,500 new product introductions each year. igus operates the largest test laboratories and factories 

in its sector to offer customers quick turnaround times on innovative products and solutions tailored to their 

needs. 

 

igus, chainflex, CFRIP, conprotect, CTD, drylin, dry-tech, dryspin, easy chain, e-chain, e-chain systems, e-

ketten, e-kettensysteme, e-skin, energy chain, energy chain systems, flizz, iglide, iglidur, igubal, invis, manus, 

motion plastics, pikchain, readychain, readycable, speedigus, triflex, twisterchain, plastics for longer life, 

robolink, xiros, xirodur and vector are registered trademarks of the igus GmbH. 

 

All other registered trademarks and trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
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